Paul Howard, Executive Director

New England Fishery Management Council

50 Water Street, Mill 2

Newburyport, MA 01950

Dear Captain Howard,

I am writing today to encourage the New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) to make Atlantic herring a management priority in 2008 at the November NEFMC meeting. Herring are a keystone species and proper herring management is vital to all marine stakeholders. Almost all of the commercially and recreationally important species that the various fisheries and communities in this region rely on are impacted by herring management. 

Currently, herring management is not working. There are serious deficiencies that plague the management system for herring: the monitoring system is completely inadequate. Observer coverage is far too low to have a meaningful impact, and shore-side enforcement is essentially non-existent. 
The landings system is equally ineffective. Landings are based solely on estimates made by herring vessel captains and herring dealers and are often untimely. Compounding these problems is the fact that herring vessels can dump whole codends at sea without having to report it. A fishery cannot be managed effectively if we do not even know what is being caught to begin with. 

Finally, midwater trawlers are still allowed to fish within miles of land, wrecking havoc on inshore areas and creating substantial gear conflicts. 
It is time for the NEFMC to take action to fix these many problems by making herring a priority in 2008 and initiating an action to the Herring Fishery Management Plan. This action should include:
· A mandatory weighmaster system whenever midwater trawlers unload that reports catch and bycatch on a real-time basis.

· In addition to the seasonal Area 1A buffer, an inshore buffer zone that keeps midwater trawlers at least 50 miles from shore year-round
· Mandatory observer coverage for midwater trawlers and USAPs

· Requirements to bring all fish aboard for sampling (no dumping of bags at sea)
Herring are the backbone of the ocean ecosystem off our coast. It is unacceptable to allow such an important stock to be managed in such an improper fashion. I urge you and the NEFMC to do the right thing and put herring on the priority list in 2008 so that management of this vital resource can be addressed in the coming year.

Thanks for your time,

